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Overview of the History of Exploration: 
 

Armesto, Felipe Fernandez (2006). ​Pathfinders: A Global History of Exploration​. W.W. Norton            
& Company 

Love, Ronald S. (2006). ​Maritime Exploration in the Age of Discovery, 1415–1800​. Greenwood             
Press 

 
The early explorations:  
 
● Alexander the Great  
 

Prevas, John (2004). ​Envy of the Gods: Alexander the Great's Ill-Fated Journey Across Asia (3               
ed.). Da Capo 

 
● The Silk Roads 
 

Hill, John E. (2009) ​Through the Jade Gate to Rome: A Study of the Silk Routes during the                  
Later Han Dynasty, 1st to 2nd centuries CE​. BookSurge, Charleston, South Carolina. 
Liu, Xinru (2010). ​The Silk Road in World History​. Oxford University Press. 

 
● Zheng He and the Chinese Empire 
.  

Dreyer, Edward L. (2007). ​Zheng He: China and the Oceans in the Early Ming, 1405–1433​.               
Library of World Biography. New York: Pearson Longman. 

Sien, Chia Lin; Church, Sally K., eds. (2012). ​Zheng He and the Afro-Asian World​. Melaka:               
Perbadanan Muzium. 

 
European quest for a Passage to India 
 

Restall, Matthew (2004).​ Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest​. Oxford University Press. 

Chrissis, N., & Carr, M. (2014). Contact and conflict in Frankish Greece and the Aegean,               
1204-1453 : Crusade, religion and trade between Latins, Greeks and Turks (Crusades.            
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Subsidia ; 5). Farnham. 

 
History of the British Empire and the Indian Ocean 
 

Nicholas Dirks, ​The Scandal of Empire: India and the creation of Imperial Britain (Cambridge,              
MA., 2006) 

Andrews, Kenneth (1984). ​Trade, Plunder and Settlement: Maritime Enterprise and the           
Genesis of the British Empire, 1480–1630​. Cambridge University Press 

Washbrook, D. (2007). India in the early modern world economy: Modes of production,             
reproduction and exchange. ​Journal of Global History​, 2(1), 87-111. 

Lach, Donald F., Edwin J. Van Kley (1998). ​Asia in the Making of Europe, Volume III: A                 
Century of Advance. Book 3: Southeast Asia​. University of Chicago Press 

Ian J. Barrow and Douglas E. Haynes, ‘The Colonial Transition: South Asia, 1780-1840’,             
Modern Asian Studies​, 38, 3 (2004), pp. 469 – 78 

. 
The Swing to the East 
 

Peter Marshall, ‘The First and Second British Empires: a question of demarcation’, History, 49              
(1964), pp. 13 – 23. 
 
The East India Company 
 
Chaudhury, S. (1999). Merchants, Companies, and Trade: Europe and Asia in the Early             
Modern Era. ​London: Cambridge University Press. 

William Dalrymple ​The Anarchy - The Relentless Rise of the East India Company​, Bloomsbury,              
London, 2019,  

Finn, Margot; Smith, Kate, eds. (2018). ​The East India Company at Home, 1757–1857​.             
London: UCL Press 

 
British India 
 

Michael H. Fisher, ‘Indirect Rule in the British Empire: The Foundations of the Residency              
System in India (1764-1858)’, ​Modern Asian Studies​, 18, 3 (1984), pp. 393 – 428.  

Robert Travers, ‘Ideology and British Expansion in Bengal', ​Journal of Imperial and            
Commonwealth History​, 33, 1 (2005), pp. 7 – 27. 

C.A. Bayly, ​Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire​ (Cambridge, 1988). 

Frederick G. Whelan, ​Edmund Burke and India: political morality and empire (Pittsburgh,            
1996). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Dalrymple_(historian)

